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TO THE 


| Charitable Buyer. 


Was from another Hand I took 
15 The Subject of this little Book; 
or I my ſelf am no Divine, 

he Verſe or Rhime is only mine. 

iy Stile is low, ſo ſhould it be, 

0 ſuit a Child's Capacity; 

my Condition is as low, 

pr, Blind and Lame, and being ſo, 

n no better Way deſcry 

n this to get a Penny by. 
\ A2 | Ihen 
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N. Well, what is Prayer? A. Ic is a li fring up 18 
Our Minds to God, in whom we place our Hope, 2 
N. Where ought onr Heart and Thoughts to be in Prayer ? 1 
A. On God in Heaven, not wandring here or there, 
2. But what if Idle Thoughts come when you pray? 4 
4. Theo I muſt ſtrive to put ſuch Thoughts away, 
And turn my Heart and Mind to God again, 
Becauſe all other Thoughts are Evil then. 

. From whence comes Worldly Thoughts in Time of Praye 
A. Such Though's from our Corrupted Nature are; #5 
Or from the Devil's Spight, he ſtriving thus, | 

| Tn this good Work of Prayer to hinder us. 

And if on Purpoſe, or for want of Care, 

I think of vain Things, not of God iu Prayer, 

Then I offend my God by ſach un Evil, + 

And pieaſe my greateſt Evemy, the Devil. 

N. And can you by ſuch Prayer hope to obtain 

God's Bleſſiaęs? A. No, indeed, fuch Prayer is vain, 
For I thereby provoke God not to grant 
Thoſe Bleiſings, Gifts and Graces, which I want. 

N. Since then rain Thoughts in Prayer cauſe fo much lll, 
Will you whene'er-you pray endeavcur ſtill 

To think on God? 4. Yes, by his Grace I will, 

O. How ofen, Child? And when are you to pray? 
A. 1 oughr ro ſay my Prayers Twice every Day; 
Firſt in the Morning when I riſe, and ſo 

Again ar Nighr before to Bed I go. | 

. Why when you Riſe muſt you your Prayers ſay ? 
4. To beg that God would help me all that Day 

In all Ido, and keep me from all Sin, 

And from all Danger, left I fall therein. 

N. Why muſt you ſay your Prayers azain at Night ? 
A. To give God thanks, (as tis moſt Juſt and Right,) 
For that Day's Benefits beftow'd on me, 

And then to beg of him 17 l may be 

Prefery'd that Night from all its Dangers free. 

2. But ought you not at other Times to pray, 
Befides at Night and Morniog every Day? 


? 
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i Yes, oftner if 457 order iti, 
— ; 


this I am to do they think fit. 
. Should you to ſay your Prayers go willingly? 
4. alho' ſometimes againſt my Will it be 
uſt go readily, becauſe I know 
is the Will of God I ſhould do fo: 


d ſure I gladly ought to do the Thing 

t ſo much Profit to my ſelt does bring. 

well then, when you are bid to go and ſay \ 
ur Prayers, it is a Fault co make delay, 7 
cho' you be unwilling, or at play. 

t tell me now, Good Child, if yeu omit, 

uite negle& your Prayers, what Fault is it? 

his I believe a greater Fault muſt be 

an that before; pray make it plain to me, 

Mark then, ſuppoſe ſome Thief ſhould ftea! from you 
ur Victuak, or your Cloaths, what would you do? 

Indeed I ſhould be, vext to be ſo ſerv'd, 

cauſe without thoſe Things I ſhould be ſtarv'd. 

And don't you wabrt God's Grace and Help d'ye think 
much as you want Cloaths, or Meat, and Drink? 

Yes, I want Grace as much, I muſt not doubt it, : 


Then do you fee how much to Blame you are 
ou neglect, or once omit your Prayer: 
res, ſuch neglect weuld hinder me indeed 
od Almighty's Grace, which moft I nced; 
ind I in this ſhould more my own Foe be, 
n he that ſteals my Cloaths or Food from me; 
would but rob my Body if he fiole, 
oy oe of Prayer I roh my Soul. 
What manner do you tfüak you ought to pray in? 
ought ro Kneel wlüle Ew? Prayers am ſaying; 
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on both my Kaces, (for one will not ſuffice) 
And towards Heaven lift up my Hands ard Eyes ; 
1 muſt Knee! upright too, not Lean or Loll 
Againſt a Stool, or Chair, or Bcd, or Wall; 

Nor muſt I Laugh, or Look another Way, 

Nor with my Toys, or with my Fingers play, 
Nor ſtop to ſpeak to others while I pray. 
Q. Why may you neither Lean, Laugh, Gaze or Play, 
Or ſpeak to others when your Prayers you ſay? 
A. Becauſe ſuch Difreſpe& would ill become 
The Preſence of Almighty God, to whom 

I ſpeak in Prayer, and then it would diſpleaſe 
His Majeſty, who all my Actions ſecs. 

J muſt pronounce my Words diſtinctly roo, 

Nor huddle o'cr my Prayers as ſome Folks do: 
For ſhould I ſpeak in that quick huddling ſort 
To either Parent, they would beat me fort; 
Nay, if I ſpoke to any Body ſo, 

I ſhould much want of Wit or Manners ſhow ;' 
Thea ſure it muſt be great Indecency 

To fpeak fo faſt to Infinite Majefty, 

And God would therefore be difpleas'd with me; 
And ſo inſtead of Bleſſings which I crave, 
gevere Chaſtiſement I deſerve to have. 

Q well ſaid, Good Child, all this is very true, 
Then as you know you ought, be ſure to do. 


—— 


— CO 


Of Reſßet to the Name of God. 


ND now concerning God Almighty's Name, 
Say in what Manner you ſhould ufe the ſame, 
A. The Name of God I never ought to mention 
Bur with due Reverence, and with good Intention ; 
That is, in Praying to, or Praiſing him, | 
Or when his Bonour or our Good may ſeem 


7 

| . 

To need irs being nam'd : For 'tis not fit 

An common Idle Talk to mention it: 

Nor as a By-word, nor in the heedleſs Faſhion, 
Nor in my fooliſh Wond'rings, or my Paſſion, 


or yet in any trifling vain Occafion : 
Becauſe in One Commandment it is plain, 
Fhou ſhalt not take the Name of God in vain ; 
For him the Lord God will not Guiltneſs hold, 
That with his Holy Name will be fo bold : 
Then certainly the Law of God we break, 
When we his Name unprofitably ſpeak. | 
L. And yer ſome People counted Good no doubt, 
Lou hear for every trifling Cauſe cry out, 
And often ſay, O Jeſus! or O God! 
A. Yes, this 1 hear, and think tis very odd 
That ſuch as they ſhould be to much to blame, 
And learn us little Ones to do the ſame ; 
For what ill Words we hear Old Folks repeat, 
We Children are too apt to imitate. 
And thus God's Name is with Contempt abus d, N 
Which in a Holy Manner ſnou'd be us d. 
2. What do you think of thoſe that Curſe and Swear ? 
A. I think thoſe People very wicked are, 
And in ſuch Company I muſt nor ſtay, 
Nor with ſuch naughty Children Talk or Play, 
For fear left I ſhould learn to do like them, | 8 


And that I may not hear them thus Blaſpheme, 
And wickedly prophane God's Holy Name. 


| 
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Of Keeping the Lord's Day. 


2, J IS very well ſpoke, Child, now tell me, pray, 
How you are bound to keep the Sabbath- Day? 
4. That Day, ordain'd by Gad's Commandmen:, 
la Holy Exerciſcs ſhould be ſpent On 


i ove my Play fo dearly, I muft own 
Of al! theſe Things bur little will be done; 
And therefore tho'e who have the Charge of me, 
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Dot to Parents. 


2. ! Dry t your Paredes do you owe 2 
W A. | aft Obey 2rd Honour them I koow, 
For God himſelf commands 1 ſh>uig do fo. 

L. How muſt cis enger, Child, be ſhenn by yg 2? 
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: 
| F ought to bow to them with Reverence, 4 
When ia their Sight I come or go from thence; 
Befere them Still and Modeſt I muſt be, 
And always ſpeak to them teſpectfully; 
And when they ſpeak to me mind what they fay 
And their Commands in every thing obey ; 
For if to them Obedience I deny, 
I difobey Almighty God thereby; 
And what my Parents bid me I muſt do, 
Not only in their Sight, but Abfence too; 
Or elſe by cheating them I give Offence 
To God, who ſees my Diſobedience. 
O. But what if Servants ſometimes ſpeak to you 
To do that Duty you forget to do? + 
A. 1 ought to thank them, and obey them to. 
. What if ſometimes your Parents order you 
To do a thing you have no Mind to do? 
A. Yet I muft Cheerfully, and Forthwith do'r, 
And not Repine, nor Grumble, nor Diſpute; 
Nor muft I Staebborn, Mute and Sullen 
When they Corre&, Command, or Queſtion me ? 
For in the Law of AMofes there is One, 
To Stone a Stubborn and Rebellious Son. l 
2. What it your Parents will not fuffer 
To do ſome things you have a Mind to do, 7 
And what you fain would have deny you too ? 
A. I muſt ſubmit then, and contented be, 
Fot they know beſt what is moſt fir for me: 
Beſides, it would on me much Miſchief bring 
If I ſhould have my Will in every Thing; 
For my Deſires would ſtill de multiply d, 
And I ſhou'd ne'er endure to be deny'd ; 
Wherca: good Chriſtians whilſt they live muft die 
To their on Wills, and oft themſeſves deny; 
Now if I do nct practice this whilft Young, 
Can I who had off own Will alt along 8 


Deny it whey wy Paſſions grew more firong ? 
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2. Since humouring you is hurtful you confeſs, | 
May you then love your Parents cer the lefs 8 


For their — Jou when you tranſpreſs ? 
i 


A. No, certainly, if fair Means prove in vain 
To make me Good, I muſt be whipp'd, that's plain; 
And tho ſuch beatjng ſeems unkind, tis true, 

Tis what my Parents are obliged to do: 

For to this Purpoſe ſays the Word of God, 


Correct thy Child, and beat him with the Rod. 


But now if they with indiſcreet Affection, 
When I deſerve it give me no Correction, 
By ſuch miſchievous Fondneſs Time may ſhow 
ey ruin'd me, and caus' d themſelves much Woe? 
Well then, Dear Child, fiace all this you allow 


In ſome Particulars, pray tell me now 
Wherein your Humour muſt be contradifted ? 


And when you think you ought to be corretted ? 


A, Why then if I love Idleneſs and Play, 

And will not Learn to Work, nor Read, nor Pray, 
Or if I Scamp, or Cry, or take it Ill, * 

And Fret beeauſe I cannot have my Will; 

Or if I be addicted to tell Lies, | 

Speak Naughty Words, or call ill Names likewiſe; 

if I be Dainty, and refuſe to Eat | 

Wichous my Sawce, or choiceſt Bits of Meat; 

Or if through Pride I Envy and Repine 
At others better cloath'd, and dreſs'd more fine, 

Or thoſe Deſpiſe whoſe Cloaths are worſe than mine; 

If I be Peeviſh, Quarrelfome, or Loud, 

Inquifitive, Affected, Vain, or Proud; 

In any one of cheſe ill Inclinations, | * 
And ſuch like Humours, Faults, and Naughty Paſſions, 
My careful Parents never ſhould neglect me, 

But contradi& my Humour, and correct me; 

For whilſt theſe Humours 4 in others ye, 

1 find how odious they would look in me Re : 8 
And how miſchievous their Effects would be. 
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-nd as I love my Parents at my Heart, | 
I wiſh that they ſo well would do their Part 
To bring me up, that this their Good Endeavour 
8 May make me Love and Honour them tor ever. 
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Duty to Relations and others. 


2. Ell faiff; now tell me, muſt you love your Bro- 


| | (rhers, 
Your Siſters, Kinsfolks, Playfellows, and ockers? 
A. Yes, truly, I am bound to do no leſs, 
Q. And how muſt you this Love to them expreſs ? 
A. By granting their Requefis, by being Kind, 
And never doing what may vex their Mind; 
For Chriſt commands cach one to love his Brother, 
To live in Peace and bear with one another; 
And therefore I muſt give ill Words to none; 5 | 


Nor Quarrel, Hurt, or Fight with any one; 
Nor take from them by force what is their own. 
And if they will not do what I defire, 
Nor give me any thing that I require ; 
Or it they provoke or injure me, 
I muſt have Patience, and Contented be; 
| For God will have me no Revenge to ſeek, 
And Chrift has ſaid, That Bleſſed are che Meek. 
N. May you Torment, or Maim, or Hurt Dumb Creatures? 
&, No, they that do have Quel or Hi Nagures, 
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Of St ealing. r 


9. T Hat's true; pray may you ſteal from any one? * 
| Or keep a Thing by Force that's not your own ? + 
A. No, I muſt never Steal, nor do ſo Ill, 
To keep a Thing againft che Owner's Will. 
Q But if ar any time you chance co ſpy 
Where Money, Fruit, or Sweat-mears open lye, 
Or any fine or pretty Things that pleaſe you, | 
May you not take ſome when no Body fees you. 
A. perhaps I may be tempted then, tis true, 
Bur ſince tis Theft tis what I muſt not do; 
For if I play the Thief I can't conceal 
Fact from God, who ſays thou ſhalt not Steal. 
b Holy Eyes do all my Actions ſee, 
And he can make it known, and puniſh me. 
Q. May you Remove, Deſtroy, Break Kill or Wrong, 
Whatever to your Neighbour does belong? 
; A. Sach Things 1 muſt not Break, Spoil, or Kill, 
| For tho? it be not Stealing, tis as Ill, 
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Of Tying. | 


. AY you believe your Siſter or your Brother? 7 
M Or any Body elſe? Or may you ſmoother | 
Your Faults by Lies, or lay it on abothet ? 

A. No, if at any time I tell a Lie 
43 To hide my Fault, that Fault grows Two thereby; 
| And if I falſly charge the Innocent, 

I fin by breaking that Commandment, 
Wherein his Pleaſure God does thus declare, 
Againſt thy Neighbour no Falſe-witneſs bear 


— 
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: (155), 
{ 1 had better beat „or chidden, 
an do what God Almighty has forbidden ; 


ides, I may eſcape when I tranſgreſs 
be ſorty, and rhe Trutch confets, 


ay you forge Lies, or falſe Relations make 


what you ſee, or hear, or others ſpeak ? 
iars by all Good People are abhorr'd, 
| Lying Lips are odions to the Lord; 
Liar is as hateful as a Thief, 
{ when he ſpeaks the Truth gets no Belief ; 
| therefpre I muſt carefully endeavour 
ſpeak the Truth on all Accounts whatever. 
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; Duty to Old People. 


Hat's very well, be ſure Dear Child do fo : 
| And now for what Reſpe& you are to ſhow 
\ged People, tell me if you know. 
ought to Reverence Old Age, tis true, | 
ighry God will have me ſo to do, 
therefore when Old People paſs by me, 
ghr to Bow, or make a Courteſic. | 
ut what if you ſhould Mock or Scoff at them? 
ach Wickedneis the Scripture does condemn, 
read of many Children torn by Bears, 
uſe they mock d the Prophet bald with Years, 
\nd don't you think tis Jikewiſe very bad 
zock ar Folks Deform'd, or Fools, or Mad? 
$ ill to ſeoff at Peoples Miſery, 
if do ſo God may angry be, 
with the like Affliction puniſh me; 
ght to have Compaſſion on cheir Woe, 
give God Than becauſe I am not fo. 
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ou 1 foy well, Child, now tell me One Thing me 
Con -= your Behaviour to the Poor . 
'A. The Poor I muſt: relieve if I be able, 

Wich Money, or with ſomething from the Table;. 
For what I give the Poor I lend the Lord Y 

But if can no other Alms afford, a 
Vl pray for them, and pity their Diſtreſs" 3 
And days ſpeak to them with Tenderneis; 55 
For whoſoever does the Poor contemd, FR 
His Waker docs — in ſcorning chem, 
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Of inc ne Gras that I may take due Pains - 
8 To practice what this little Bock contains; 
To 1 it I apply my beft Endeavour, "a 
I ſhall be * berg and Bleſs d for ever. 1 
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